In the beginning it was mountaneering, than rock climbing when sticky shoes and chalk created separation from ice and mountanering stuff. In the seventies the rock climbing had a fast growth as free climbing in US and UK areas, less in continental Europe, apart FB area. Exentrics, stoppers and Jardine’s Friends let free climbing be consistent in granite and limestone cracks. In the first 80ies 5.12 cracks were climbed free and Ray Jardine  tried his Nose variations. Yosemite climbers used EBs but appreciated italian Asolo Canyon when we did the our first 1980 visit in the valley. The free climbing style had birth, before the fix era, in the now-socalled TRAD climbing: no aid climbing, placing protections. No OS, RP, flash, RK….only climbing by fear means. The continental climbers (W-Europe) were late, the rock climbing was a mix of free and aid climbing in the great routes of Verdon, Orco Valley…

In Europe the gap was closed with the introduction of spits, then fix, often preplaced rappelling from the top. Dingomaniaque,1978,by Jacques Nosley was the first bolt-drilled route by rappelling down. With this method the continental free climbing reached the highest difficult level for that time, but the climbing worlds were separated by method and ethics. The search of a common language began to be at a glance as the need of definition of rock climbing as a sport.

A sport has precise rules, stuffs, environment, whether conditions, competition area, the same for all the competitors. At that time, free climbing was a coctail, a mixture of conditions. In 1982 an italian writer and mountaneer, Emanuele Cassarà, first began to study the rock mountaneering and climbing by a sport point of view: he published a collection of papers and interviews with the most popular climbers in a book named: “The death of the piton”. On that base, with the meaning that sport climbing had to be like an olimpic sport, three years later Emanuele and a lot of us organized the first climbing competition, Sport Roccia ’85 at Bardonecchia: a contest on same field and conditions. Now it can be obvious, but at that time it appared hazardous. The times changed, now in the competition era, the differencies between US, UK and Europe are filled up. Now in the competitions we can see the best climbers on the hardest routes they can imagine. This scenario is confined in the plastic climbing.

On the other hand, on the real rock, the sport aim of climbing, the evolution of difficulty, is resting: 9a+ is the top grade zone till 17 years, most of the top climbers are over 25. Recently some young exellent climbers are dominating the scene, repeating all the hardest routes and putting up the limit to 9b. These are the stars, this is the aim of climbing sport: youth who gets high the difficult limit. But young climbers are few, they need teams and coaches. Media and sponsors have the responsability to follow them and support. No damn if a 50 years old climber flashes or RP an 8b route: in all other sports it should be a “master” performance confined in that age class. The aim of all sports is to pass over the limits and only the young climbers will do it.

